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2009 Legislative Update # 15
Wednesday, March 04, 2009
MASI’s Autopsy and Drug Testing Bills Die in House Committees
 
SB 2358, a bill allowing employers the right to an autopsy, and SB 2360, a bill to broaden the admissibility of post-accident drug testing, both died in House Committees yesterday. (Yesterday was the deadline for action on these bills). This comes as a disappointment to MASI, as it was believed that the Autopsy Bill might have a chance of passing this year. Both bills had been passed by the Senate unanimously.

SB 2360 was doubly-referred in the House to both the Jud A and Insurance Committees. Double-referred bills have great difficulty in passing, because they must be approved by both committees.

SB 2358 was singly-referred to the House Insurance Committee, and we considered this to be a very good sign. Leadership on the committee, however, decided at the last minute not to bring it up after some objections were raised by members of the House about the idea of grieving families having to deal with an autopsy after the death of a loved one. We have had several meetings with opponents of the bill and will be continuing a dialogue with them over the summer so that we can get the bill passed next year.

Retaliatory Discharge Bill Dies in Senate Insurance Committee

HB 168, a bill that could have exposed Mississippi employers to numerous lawsuits, died in the Senate Insurance Committee yesterday. This bill would have allowed terminated employees to sue their employers on the basis that they had been fired because of a workers’ comp claim. MASI worked very hard behind the scenes to make sure Senate leaders were aware of this bill and would not allow its passage.

The Silver Lining

While we would have enjoyed seeing our bills pass both houses, sometimes the most important job MASI has during the Legislative Session is to serve as a Watchdog for our members. Throughout this session, it has been important for MASI to remain diligent, watching for harmful bills and taking the necessary steps to prevent their passage. Some examples of MASI’s accomplishments in this area are as follows:

1. Prevented a major change to the procedures for filing claims against the Miss. Insurance Guaranty Fund: MASI helped stop this legislation and facilitated a discussion with the proponents of the bill that will hopefully result in a compromise bill next year.
2. Prevented the passage of the Retaliatory Discharge Bill.

3. Fought numerous other harmful measures, such as an extension of the time period for receiving benefits, allowing injured employees to select specialists, various benefit increases, and others. 
4. All legislation that could have harmed our industry is now dead. 
In the coming months, MASI will be conducting meetings with various opponents to our Legislative Agenda. This year allowed us the opportunity to better identify who they are and the basis for their opposition. It is hoped that we can build on this progress and have better results next year.

During the weeks left in this session, we will continue to monitor bills to make sure we don’t receive any “surprises”. For the most part, however, it appears that we can put one more session onto the books. 

As always, thank you for your interest and support. We especially thank all of those who have helped us directly - legislators, other state officials, and members of MASI who have helped in so many ways during the session. We especially thank Lt. Governor Phil Bryant, Senate Insurance Chairman Buck Clarke, Sen. Michael Watson, and Senate President Pro-Tem Billy Hewes, who were instrumental in getting two of our bills past the Senate. Thanks also to Mr. Perry Nations, Chairman of MASI’s Legislative Committee for his expertise and important work on our behalf. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Dan 
Dan M. Gibson, Executive Director
Mississippi Association of Self Insurers
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