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2008 Legislative Update #13
Wednesday, May 28, 2008
Special Session Update

As most of you have probably heard by now, Governor Haley Barbour called the legislature back to a Special Session last week to take action on some “unfinished business” from the Spring Session. Since then, the scope of this session has grown, and it is now unclear just how long this session will last. None of the bills being considered directly impact upon the Workers’ Compensation industry in Mississippi. Several of the bills, however, could potentially affect our membership. As your Watchdog, MASI is sending you this update with details on these issues.

New E-Verify Law changes proposed by Senate:
The Senate yesterday passed SB2005 which offers significant modifications to the Mississippi Employment Protection Act, SB 2988, which overwhelmingly passed the Legislature and was signed into the law by the Governor at the close of the spring session. (This Act does not address Workers’ Compensation – MASI was not involved with it and did not take a position on it. However, considering that many of our members are employers who daily interview applicants for employment, we want you to be informed, as this new law will affect you.) 
The modifications provide some important legal immunities for employers who will be using e-verify and clarify some definitions and dates of compliance. The Mississippi Manufacturers Association has done an excellent job of summarizing these changes for its membership. If you would like to view this summary, click the following link: http://votervoice.net/Files/MMA/Attachments/2008%20Legislative%20Bulletin/1st%20Special%20Session/SenateaddressesConcernswithImmigrationLegislation.pdf
This bill now heads to the House of Representatives for their consideration. We do not know what its outcome will be. For more information on this bill, including voting history and the actual bill text, click here: http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/20081E/pdf/history/SB/SB2005.xml
Increase in Weekly Maximum Unemployment Benefits being considered.

The Senate has passed SB2011 which would increase the Weekly Maximum Unemployment Benefit from $210 to $225 on July 1, 2008 and to $235 on July 1, 2009. This bill now heads to the House, which has actually been pushing for hirer increases than the Senate. (The House and Senate failed to reach a compromise on this issue during the Spring Session. This issue was not originally a part of the Governor’s call for the Special Session, but was later added because of pressure from the House.) For more information on this bill, including voting history and the actual bill text, click here:  http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/20081E/pdf/history/SB/SB2011.xml
Re-authorization of the Department of Employment Security still being debated.

Both the Senate and the House have taken actions to re-authorize the Department of Employment Security, but are still in disagreement over the length of time for this re-authorization. The Senate wants to remove the annual “repealer” language from the law, allowing the department to continue from now on. The House only wants to renew the department’s authority for one more year. 
Allowance of Hospital Assessments to fund Medicaid

Both the Senate and the House are considering bills that would allow hospitals to be assessed to fund Medicaid. This proved to be extremely controversial during the Spring Session, and is continuing to draw much fire from the healthcare providers across our state. To view these bills, click here: 
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/20081E/pdf/SB/2001-2099/SB2013IN.pdf
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/20081E/pdf/HB/0001-0099/HB0011IN.pdf
Other Issues.

Other issues being considered include restricting casinos to the counties where voters have already approved them, clarification of Gulf Coast Utility Districts’ authority to take property quickly, voter identification, toll road issues, a new law to deter metals theft, and raises for judges and district attorneys. To view a complete list of legislation being considered, click here: http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/20081E/pdf/all_measures/allmsrs.xml
I hope this information is helpful to you. As always, we will continue to watch the Capitol and keep you informed of issues that may affect you!

Sincerely,

Dan 
Dan M. Gibson, Executive Director
Mississippi Association of Self Insurers
825 North President Street
Jackson, MS  39202
Phone: 601-354-0199 Fax:  601-354-5709
dangibson@masiweb.org
www.masiweb.org
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